
NJIT TAB EPA REGION 
4
NJIT TAB serves as an independent resources to state, 
territory, regional, county, tribal, and local government 
entities, and nonprofits attempting to learn about, identify, 
assess, cleanup and redevelop brownfields. 

NJIT has served as an EPA designated 
technical assistance provider since 2008

Region 4

Assistance is free!



NJIT TAB Brownfields Academy
njit.edu/tab 

Previously Recorded Webinars
njit.edu/tab/webinars

Upcoming Events
njit.edu/tab/news-events

How-To Videos
njit.edu/tab/how-videos

Learning Modules
njit.edu/tab/learning-modules

Success Stories
njit.edu/tab/success-stories

Successful Grant Applications
njit.edu/tab/sample-grant-ap

plications

http://www.njit.edu/tab


NJIT TAB Brownfield Community Engagement and 
Educational Forums

Brownfield Basics 
Workshops: a 
beginner-friendly 
introduction to the 
brownfield 
redevelopment process.

Grant Writing Workshops: 
getting started on your 
grant applications; tips 
and tricks for preparing an 
EPA brownfields grant 
application. 

Community Workshops: 
on brownfield-specific 
topics. 

Conferences: 
pre-conference 
workshops, learning 
labs, panel sessions, 
office hours



NJIT TAB Brownfield Community Engagement and 
Educational Forums

Breaking Brownfields: an event where a government 
entity or nonprofit presents their specific brownfields 
redevelopment challenge to an audience of private 
sector representatives and obtains feedback on how to 
overcome those challenges.

Brownfield Summits: Full day event that may include 
peer-to-peer sessions, success stories, and sessions 
on brownfield-related topics relevant to the specific 
locations, their needs, and their challenges.



• Guidance on developing brownfield 

inventories

• Create site prioritization processes

• Develop strategies on marketing 

brownfield sites

• Develop Assets and Needs Studies

• Design and conduct community 

redevelopment vision workshops

NJIT TAB One-on-One Technical Assistance

• Answer your brownfield questions

• Develop redevelopment strategy

• Review draft EPA grant applications

• Explain the regulatory programs

• Develop your redevelopment roadmap

• Identify funding sources

• Explain clean-up technologies 

Examples of one-on-one Technical Assistance
tailored to fit specific community’s needs

And Much More!



Contact Us

tab@njit.edu

(973) 642-4165

www.njit.edu/tab

What is
NJIT provides free technical 

assistance to state, regional, 
county, tribal, and local 

government entities and nonprofit 
organizations interested in learning 

about, identifying, assessing, 
cleaning up, and redeveloping 

brownfield sites in EPA Regions 2 & 
4.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/njit-tab/

https://bit.ly/zoom-njit-tab

Have any more 
questions after today?

Scan the QR  Code  to 
access our website



Thank You!
Elise Molleur 
Brownfield Redevelopment Specialist, 
NJIT TAB
(973) 642-7280
elise.molleur@njit.edu
Contact Us:

tab@njit.edu

www.njit.edu/tab

company/njit-tab

mailto:elise.molleur@njit.edu
mailto:tab@njit.edu
http://www.njit.edu/tab


Pro Bono Technical 
Assistance Program

environmentalprotectionnetwork.org
Visit Our Website

Sierra Taliaferro, Community Outreach Associate



Defends policies that address 
climate change, 

environmental injustices, and 
other press health issues

Supports the civil service, 
including those fired or 

intimidated

Environmental Protection Network (EPN)
Leveraging our network of 800+ EPA alumni volunteers 

Provides pro bono capacity- 
building technical 

assistance

Grant Opportunities
Navigate funding 

opportunities, help with 
proposal scoping and 

review

EPA Award Support 
Safeguard and defend 

federal grantees’ ability to 
implement their projects

Partnership Building
Identify agency contacts and 

connect groups with others for 
peer learning or support beyond 

EPN

1:1 Help on Community Needs
Assist with public comments, 

translating information into lay 
language, analyzing data, etc. 
Support communities achieve 

their self-identified goals



• Flooding
• Drinking Water
• Wastewater
• Water Infrastructure
• Water Quality: General, 

Point Source, and 
Non-Point Source

• Water Utilities
• Waters of the United 

States (WOTUS)
• Stormwater 

Management
• Clean Water Act (CWA)

MAIN SUBJECT MATTER TOPICS

AIR WATER SUPERFUND AND 
BROWNFIELD

COAL, OIL, AND GAS OTHER TOPICS

• Air Monitoring
• Air Monitoring Grants
• Air Quality Modeling
• Air Quality &Climate 

Change
• Air Quality: General, 

Mobile, and Stationary 
Source

• Radiation/Indoor Air
• Air Permits
• Particulate Matter (PM)

• Comprehensive 
Environmental 
Response, 
Compensation, and 
Liability Act (CERCLA)

• Brownfields
• Cleanup Process
• TAB Programs
• Resource Conservation 

and Recovery Act 
(RCRA)

• Coal Ash
• Fossil Fuels
• Oil Refinery
• Petrochemicals
• Carbon Capture and 

Storage (CCS)

• Quality Assurance 
Project Plans (QAPP)

• Climate Action Plans 
(CAP)

• Federal Grant Support
• Enforcement and 

Compliance at EPA
• Soil Contamination
• Solar Projects





Technical Assistance in Action: 1:1 Support

Intake Form

Organizations in need 

of support reach out 

through our intake 

form. 

Check out the 

intake form here

Initial Conversation

Organizations meet with 

their regional outreach 

associate to discuss 

current work, goals and 

technical assistance 

needs. 

Resource Share, 

Volunteer Match

EPN provides resources 

as available and 

connects organizations 

with EPA alumni 

volunteers as 

appropriate. 

Continued 

Follow Up

Communications 

continue with EPN 

outreach associates as 

long as needed. 

https://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org/our-work/capacity-building/apply-here/


ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION NETWORK 
 PRO BONO TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR GRANT NAVIGATION

APPLICATION 
RESOURCES

For select federal EJ 
grants, EPN creates 
application process 
guides and resource 

landing pages that can 
include checklists, sample 

language and other 
proposal writing tools. 

Look here for more. 

SAM.GOV 
REGISTRATION

SAM.gov registration. 

1:1 direct support with 

communities for 

registration and 

renewal assistance.

FUNDING
UPDATES

Sign up to receive 

EPN’s federal funding 

updates via email every 

2-4 weeks and Funding 

Bulletin.

1:1 SUPPORT 

• Brainstorming

• Project scoping

• Draft review

• Subject matter 

expertise from  

former EPA career 

staff

https://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org/category/access-federal-funding/
https://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org/sam-gov-office-hours/
https://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org/epn-newsletter/subscribe/


Thank you

environmentalprotectionnetwork.org
Visit Our Website

Request technical assistance 
https://bit.ly/EPNassist

Requests for technical 
assistance are divided by 
region and go directly to 
the inbox of each region’s 
designated outreach 
associate. 



FLORIDA’S 
BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM

Scott Sweeney
Division of Waste Management / Waste Cleanup Program

Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Resources Roundtable | September 16, 2026



Assessment and cleanup services 
performed by DEP contractors

• Up to $250,000 per site for assessment 
tasks

• Up to $250,000 per site for remediation 
tasks (including source removal)

FLORIDA’S TBA / SSA PROGRAM



TBA / SSA PROPOSED BUDGET
FY 2026-27

$300
K

$136
K

$436
K

SRP Grant Allotment Funds Available For 
TBA/SSA

BIL Funds



BROWNFIELD PROCESS (STATE PROGRAM)
SUMMARIZED

Brownfield 
Area 

Designation
by local 

government

Identification 
of PRFBSR

Execution 
of BSRA

by the 
Department 

and PRFBSR

Implementation 
of BSRA
by PRFBSR

SRCO



VOLUNTARY CLEANUP TAX CREDITS



THANK YOU
Scott Sweeney

Division of Waste Management / Waste Cleanup Program
Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Contact Information:
(850) 245-8958

Scott.L.Sweeney@FloridaDEP.gov 

mailto:Scott.L.Sweeney@FloridaDEP.gov


EPA Support of Brownfields Revitalization

• Grants and technical assistance to promote: 
• community-driven planning, assessment, clean up 

and reuse of brownfield sites 

• training for brownfield jobs and workforce 
development

• Liability protections to encourage acquisition 
and investment in brownfield reuse 

• Establishing and enhancing state and tribal 
response programs



Brownfields Grant Programs 

EPA provides competitive grants on an annual basis 
for: 

• Assessment (Community-Wide): inventory, outreach, 
sampling & testing, reuse & cleanup planning

• Assessment (Coalition):  same activities, but multiple 
jurisdictional partners

• Cleanup: Remediation of sites that have already been  
assessed

• Revolving Loan Fund: Provides seed funding for site 
remediation projects

• Multipurpose: funding for mix of assessment and cleanup



Important Changes for 2027  
CERCLA 104(k) Grant Type Amount (max) Length of Grant

Community-wide Assessment  $500K 4 years

Assessment Coalition  $1M 4 years

Community-wide Assessments 
for States/Tribes (CWAGST)

 $1M 5 years

Cleanup  $500K (+ cost share) 4 years

Revolving Loan Fund 
(offered alternating years)

 $1M (+ cost share) 5 years

Multipurpose (offered alternating 
years)

 $1M (+ cost share) 5 years

Job Training $300K 3 years



State & Tribal Response Programs

EPA provides non-competitive grants annually to states and tribes to conduct the 
following brownfields activities:

• inventory of sites on state or tribal land 
• oversee brownfields resources and 

enforce state/tribal authority
• provide opportunities for local 

stakeholders’ meaningful participation in 
brownfields decisions

• approve site cleanup plans, and 
verify/certify that cleanup goals are 
completed

View of the Truckee River in Nevada, from parcels 
assessed for the Truckee River Flood Project  



Targeted Brownfields Assessment
A targeted brownfields assessment (TBA) is conducted by an EPA contractor on 
behalf of an eligible entity. Services include site assessments, cleanup options and 
cost estimates, and community outreach.

Ideal for single sites, or projects that are not a good fit for grant programs (due to 
schedule, organizational capacity, etc.)



Technical Assistance By Region

Assist specific regions with TA and 
training to communities and 
other stakeholders on brownfield 
issues, such as:

• preparing grant applications; 
• performing site inventories; 
• reviewing historical information; 
• design of 

investigation/sampling/field 
analysis; and

• cleanup and redevelopment 
planning. 

      



Topic-specific Technical Assistance

Technical Assistance to Tribal 
Nations and Entities
Available thru 2029

State Program Implementation
Available thru 2029

National Brownfields 
Training Conferences 
Available thru 2030

Support Nonprofits Seeking to 
Reuse Brownfields
Available thru 2028

Land Banking Strategies to 
Support Brownfields
Available thru 2028

Brownfields 
Anti-Displacement Research
Available thru 2027

Support for Brownfields Revolving 
Loan Funds
Available thru 2029

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/technical-assistance



City of Tallahassee
Brownfields Resources 



Tallahassee’s 
Brownfields 
Program

❖ The City of Tallahassee has been 
actively involved in brownfields 
assessment, cleanup and 
redevelopment for more than 25 years.

❖ Awarded $3M in grant funding since 
program inception.

❖ More than 200 assessments on parcels 
throughout Tallahassee using grant 
funds.

❖ 1400 acres of Designated Brownfield 
Areas.



• Phase I and II ESAs.
• Cleanup.
• ABCAs.
• Re-use Planning.
• Community Outreach and Involvement.

Federal 
Resources

Year 
Awarded

Amount Grant Type

1997 $400,000 EPA Brownfields Pilot Program

2008 $400,000 EPA Community-Wide Assessment

2009 $600,000 EPA Cleanup (3)

2011 $1,000,000 EPA Revolving Loan Fund (RLF)

2017 $300,000 EPA Community-Wide Assessment

2022 $500,000 EPA Community-Wide Assessment



State Resources
• State and Tribal Response Program (128a) 

–  assessment and cleanup funding.
• Designated Areas – incentivize private 

investment.
• Brownfield Site Rehabilitation Agreements.

• Voluntary Cleanup Tax Credits (VCTC).
• Liability Protection.

• Can combine state and federal resources.
• Example: Stadium Center.

Funding Source Stadium Center
State 128a $126,909
EPA Cleanup $200,000
VCTC $268,269



Success Story: Gaines Street Corridor

• The City’s strategy combined federal Brownfields resources, state incentives, and 
substantial local investment to address both environmental and infrastructure 
barriers to redevelopment. 

• $58 million in City infrastructure investment.

• Approx. $1 Billion in property value today.

• Brownfield Resources:

• Brownfield area designation.

• EPA Assessment and Cleanup grants.

• RLF Financing.

• BSRAs and VCTC.

• Public Infrastructure investment.

• Private developer investment.



The Tallahassee 
Approach

• Know the resources.
• Match the tool to the barrier.
• Layer resources where necessary. 
• Build strong federal, state and local 

partnerships.
• Seek community input. 
• Stay engaged through redevelopment.



Questions?
Kelly Crain

Kelly.crain@talgov.com
850-891-8563

mailto:Kelly.crain@talgov.com


Brownfields Revitalization Anti-Displacement Strategies 

(BRADS)

16 September 2026

Florida Brownfields Conference

Tallahassee, Florida

1



The program is funded through a cooperative agreement by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency Office of Land and Emergency Management (OLEM) entitled “Minimizing Displacement 

Resulting from Brownfields Assessment, Cleanup and Reuse” 
(Ref. Award Number: 84074501)

RESEARCH gentrification indicators 
and displacement patterns related 

brownfield remediation

Develop GUIDELINES for 
localized anti-displacement 

strategies
Provide TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE to build local 
capacity and support long-term 

sustainable interventions

BRADS Program Overview: Three Core Components

2



Practitioner Resource Guides

INSERT 
QR CODE 
HERE.

(2025) (2026)

3



Who Benefits from Brownfield Redevelopment?

Our Central Question…

4



The Revitalization Paradox

Brownfields depress nearby 
property values…

The Catch-22: Contamination makes 
neighborhoods accessible to socially 

vulnerable residents.

Andrew Lichtenstein documented the lives of 
residents in Louisiana’s Cancer Alley, 1998. 

In Saint James Parish, one in three children live 
below the federal poverty line.

…and when they are cleaned up, 
investment follows not far behind.

The former Tallahassee Waterworks 
building sits idle in this image from 1974.

Amicus Brewery opened at the 
site in 2023.

5



Cascades Park: A Case Study

6



Cascades Park …

… is a place for the young and the 
aged, the rich and the poor…

… is designed 
to carry up to 

32 million 
gallons of 

stormwater…

… has its 
own skate 

park…

... connects downtown to Florida 
A&M University… … has two and a half miles of 

running trails...

... has a 3,000+ seat 
public amphitheatre…

7



Cascades Park: Once Upon a Neighborhood

A block of homes in Smokey 
Hollow. January 3rd, 1963.
Source: Florida Memory

Adjacent to the still extant Florida 
Fish & Wildlife Building, 1969,

Source: Florida Memory

The fate of Tallahassee’s Smokey 
Hollow was sealed following a 

February 1960 vote.

For five decades the area where Smokey 
Hollow once stood laid fallow. The 

neighborhood was home to the city’s 
gasification plant, incinerator, landfill, and main 

railroad line.

Some homes from Smokey Hollow 
were not destroyed, like this one on 

Lafayette Street, built in 1926.
8



The newly opened Coca-Cola bottling plant 
(1949)

Rendering of the new Proof Brewery 
(2019)

The Old City Waterworks sits idle 
(1974)

Amicus Brewery opens at the site (2023)

9

Cascades Park: A Brownfields Success Story



Cascades Park: A Case Study

Amicus Brewing Ventures
Opened: October 2023

Distance from Cascades: 1,000 feet
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Cascades Park: A Case Study

Amicus Brewing Ventures
Opened: October 2023

Distance from Cascades: 1,000 feet

Proof Brewery
Opened: February 2019

Distance from Cascades: 0.4 miles
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Cascades Park: A Case Study

Amicus Brewing Ventures
Opened: October 2023

Distance from Cascades: 1,000 feet

Proof Brewery
Opened: February 2019

Distance from Cascades: 0.4 miles

The Monroe Restaurant and Distillery
Opened: July 2024

Distance from Cascades: 0.3 miles
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Cascades Park: A Case Study

Lucky Goat Coffee
Opened: February 2020

Distance from Cascades: 0.5 miles
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Cascades Park: A Case Study

Foxtail Coffee Company
Opened: December 2024

Distance from Cascades: 0.3 milesLucky Goat Coffee
Opened: February 2020

Distance from Cascades: 0.5 miles
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Cascades Park: A Case Study

Foxtail Coffee Company
Opened: December 2024

Distance from Cascades: 0.3 milesLucky Goat Coffee
Opened: February 2020

Distance from Cascades: 0.5 miles

Power Plant Coffee
Opened: September 2015

Distance from Cascades : 0 feet

15



Cascades Park: A Case Study

Foxtail Coffee Company
Opened: December 2024

Distance from Cascades: 0.3 miles
Argonaut Coffee

Opened: December 2023
Distance from Cascades: 50 feet
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Cascades Park: Four Beers, Three Coffees, and a Food Desert

Foxtail Coffee Company
Opened: December 2024

Distance from Cascades: 0.3 miles
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Foxtail Coffee Company
Opened: December 2024

Distance from Cascades: 0.3 miles

Cascades Park: Four Beers, Three Coffees, and a Food Desert

18
Sources: FAMUAN, American 

Community Survey (2024)

Leon County Census Tract 10.01



For Whose Benefit?

19



Stay Connected with BRADS

20

✔ Sign up for our Quarterly Newsletter
✔ Apply for Technical Assistance
✔ Attend our next Webinar
✔ Read our Anti-Displacement Guides

https://bradsprogram.sites.umassd.edu/contact/



University Resources
 for Communities

 Christian Wells
University of South Florida



 

kowusudaaku@uwf.edu 

University of West Florida
Richard Gragg

GraggIII, Richard D. 

richard.gragg@famu.edu 

Florida A&M University

Christian Wells 

ecwells@usf.edu University 

of South Florida

 

mikevolk@ufl.edu 

University of Florida

Richard Plate 

richard.plate@ucf.edu 

University of Central Florida

Abigail Fleming 

afleming@law.miami.edu

University of Miami

Kwame Owusu-Daaku
Michael Volk

Regional University Contacts for 

Brownfields Redevelopment & 

Community Engagement

mailto:kowusudaaku@uwf.edu
mailto:richard.gragg@famu.edu
mailto:ecwells@usf.edu
mailto:mikevolk@ufl.edu
mailto:richard.plate@ucf.edu
mailto:afleming@law.miami.edu


Our mission is to leverage interdisciplinary scientific expertise at the University 
of South Florida to inform and support community-driven research on 
environmental contaminants, land use legacies, environmental justice, and 
sustainable and equitable (re)development.



Florida Brownfields 
Redevelopment Atlas: A 
Decision Support Tool

U.S. EPA CERCLA Section 128(a) 
& 104(k) funding through the 
Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection, 
2017-2024; FDEP BIL and U.S. 
EPA R4 TAB funding for student 
internships

U.S. EPA Brownfields Area- 
Wide Planning Grant, 2017- 
2019; Community-wide 
Assessment Grants, 2019- 
2022, 2023-2025; Coalition 
Assessment Grant, 2024- 
2026; Community Change 
Grant, 2025-2028

Brownfields Redevelopment 
Planning and Environmental 
Site Assessments for Tampa 
Bay Communities

Environmental Workforce 
Development and Job 
Training Programs for East 
Tampa

U.S. EPA Environmental 
Workforce Development and 
Job Training Grant, 2020- 
2022; Brownfields Job Training 
Grant, 2023-2026

RESEARCH REDEVELOPMENT EDUCATION



Environmental 
Assessment & 

Cleanup in 
Tallevast

Investment: $20K 
Return: $525K

Redevelopment in 
the University Area 

Community 

Investment: $200K 
Return: $17.4M

 
Return: $700K

Jobs Training 
in East Tampa

Internships & 
Curriculum 

Development
 

Investment: $15K 
Return: $1.7M

atUSF

Investment: $10K



The Florida Brownfields 

Redevelopment Atlas isan 

online discovery tool that 

allows users to explore, 

summarize, and extract 

various types of 

environmental and 

socioeconomic data, with an 

emphasis on change over 

time, at the census block 

group level for the entire 

state of Florida.

https://fbra-usflibrary.hub.arcgis.com



Data are summarized to display trends over time for population, income, ethnicity, 

property values, crime, and environmental health, among other indicators.

usf.edu/brownfield

s



Example: Identifying “Underserved Communities”



Section 1

1 a. Target Area & Brownfields

1.a.i. Background & Description of Target Area

1.a.ii. Description of Priority Brownfield Sites

1.b. Revitalization of the Target Area

1.b.i. Reuse Strategy & Alignment with Plans

1.b.ii Outcomes & Benefits of Reuse Strategy

1.c. Strategy for Leveraging Resources

1.c.i. Resources needed for Site Reuse

1.c.ii. Use of Existing Infrastructure

Section 2

2.a. Community Need

2.a.ii Community Need for Funding

2.a.ii Threats to Sensitive Populations

2.b. Community Engagement

2.b.i. Project Involvement

2.b.ii. Project Roles

2.b.iii. Incorporating Community Involvement

Section 3 (Tasks/Activities & Outputs, Cost Estimates) 

Section 4 (Programmatic Capability and Past Performance)

Points

45-50 points

(15)

10

(15)

10 

5

(15) 

10 

5

20-35 points

(20)

5 

15

5

5

5

50-75 points 

30-35 points

ca. 20%

ca.30% 

ca. 20%

% 

Total 

ca.30%

5

(15)

Example: Applying for EPA Grants



Example: Assessing Vulnerabilities



Example: Supporting Research



Example: Redevelopment Planning



technical assistance 

(n=10)

brownfield site visits 

(n=52)



Reach out! ecwells@usf.edu
Learn more! usf.edu/brownfields


