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NJIT TAB EPA REGION 4

NJIT TAB serves as an independent resources to state, 
territory, regional, county, tribal, and local government 
entities, and nonprofits attempting to learn about, identify, 
assess, cleanup and redevelop brownfields. 

NJIT has served as an EPA designated 
technical assistance provider since 2008

Region 4

Assistance is free!



NJIT TAB Brownfields Academy
njit.edu/tab

Previously Recorded Webinars
njit.edu/tab/webinars

Upcoming Events
njit.edu/tab/news-events

How-To Videos
njit.edu/tab/how-videos

Learning Modules
njit.edu/tab/learning-modules

Success Stories
njit.edu/tab/success-stories

Successful Grant Applications
njit.edu/tab/sample-grant-

applications

http://www.njit.edu/tab


NJIT TAB Brownfield Community Engagement and 
Educational Forums

Brownfield Basics 
Workshops: a beginner-
friendly introduction to 
the brownfield 
redevelopment process.

Grant Writing Workshops: 
getting started on your 
grant applications; tips 
and tricks for preparing an 
EPA brownfields grant 
application. 

Community Workshops: 
on brownfield-specific 
topics. 

Conferences: pre-
conference workshops, 
learning labs, panel 
sessions, office hours



NJIT TAB Brownfield Community Engagement and 
Educational Forums

Breaking Brownfields: an event where a government 
entity or nonprofit presents their specific brownfields 
redevelopment challenge to an audience of private 
sector representatives and obtains feedback on how to 
overcome those challenges.

Brownfield Summits: Full day event that may include 
peer-to-peer sessions, success stories, and sessions 
on brownfield-related topics relevant to the specific 
locations, their needs, and their challenges.



• Guidance on developing brownfield 

inventories

• Create site prioritization processes

• Develop strategies on marketing 

brownfield sites

• Develop Assets and Needs Studies

• Design and conduct community 

redevelopment vision workshops

NJIT TAB One-on-One Technical Assistance

• Answer your brownfield questions

• Develop redevelopment strategy

• Review draft EPA grant applications

• Explain the regulatory programs

• Develop your redevelopment roadmap

• Identify funding sources

• Explain clean-up technologies 

Examples of one-on-one Technical Assistance
tailored to fit specific community’s needs

And Much More!



Best Tip!

Best Tip!

Submit your draft 
application to the 
team at NJIT TAB 

for a free, thorough 
critique.

Email your draft 
application in a
Word document
to: tab@njit.edu

mailto:tab@njit.edu


Contact Us

tab@njit.edu

(973) 642-4165

www.njit.edu/tab

What is
NJIT provides free technical 

assistance to state, regional, county, 
tribal, and local government entities 

and nonprofit organizations 
interested in learning about, 

identifying, assessing, cleaning up, 
and redeveloping brownfield sites in 

EPA Regions 2 & 4.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/njit-tab/

https://bit.ly/zoom-njit-tab

Have any more 
questions after today?

Scan the QR  Code  to 
access our website



 s a Brownfield?
 efinition:

What is a Brownfield?
EPA Definition:

“...real property, the 
expansion, redevelopment, or 
reuse of which may be 
complicated by the presence 
or potential presence of a 
hazardous substance, 
pollutant, or contaminant.”

Plant Riverside District, Savannah, GA



State

County

Local

Tribal

Non-Profits



Brownfield Grants

• provides funding to conduct a range of eligible planning, assessment and cleanup activities at one or 
more brownfield sites in target area(s).

Brownfield Multipurpose Grant

• provides funding for brownfields inventories, planning, environmental assessments, and community 
outreach.

Brownfield Assessment Grant

• provides funding to capitalize loans that are used to cleanup brownfields.

Brownfield Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) Grant

• provide funding to carry out cleanup activities at brownfield sites by the applicant.

Brownfield Cleanup Grant

• recruiting, training and placing residents who are unemployed or underemployed, equipping them with 
the essential skills to secure full-time positions in the environmental sector.

Brownfield Job Training Grant FY27 Job Training Grants due 
Wednesday, September 23, 2026

Community-Wide Assessment 
Assessment Coalition 

NOT anticipated in FY 2027



• Applications due 
September 23, 2026

• NEW: Sample FY27 
Brownfield Job 
Training NOFO 
Application Format

FY27 Brownfield Job-
Training Grants



Notice of Funding 
Opportunity (NOFO)

Fall
FY25: (9/3/2024)

FY26: (11/20/2025)

Grant 
Application 

Submissions 
Are Due

~60 days after NOFO
FY25: (11/14/2024)

FY26: (1/28/2026)

Successful Grant 
Applicants Are 

Announced

Spring
FY25: (5/16/2025)
FY26: (6/24/2026)

Funding 
Becomes 
Available

Late Summer

Ready, Set, 
Redevelop!



   

FY26: What Was Offered



   

FY27: What Is Anticipated



FY26: By the Numbers

FY26: By the Numbers
Grant Type Number of 

Applications
Number of 

Selected 
Applications

Success Rate

Assessment (Coalition) 83 37 44.6%

Assessment 
(Community-Wide)

226 76 33.6%

Assessment (CWAGST) 20 17 85%

Cleanup 186 43 23.1%

Multipurpose 43 20 46.5%

Total Number of Applications: 558
Total Number of Selected Applications: 193
Total Applications that Failed the Threshold Criteria: 45



FY26: By the Numbers - FLORIDA

FY26: By the Numbers - FLORIDA

Grant Type Number of 
Applications

Number of 
Selected 

Applications
Assessment (Coalition) 4 2

Assessment 
(Community-Wide)

8 1

Assessment (CWAGST) 0 0

Cleanup 1 0

Multipurpose 4 1



Threshold 
Criteria

Pass or Fail 

Questions are found 
inside the NOFO







New To FY27

• Current grantees: To apply, must have at least 70% of the funds in each 
current Assessment and Multipurpose cooperative agreements drawn down 
AND disbursed by October 1, 2026 

• Assessment Coalitions:
• Maximum of $1 million

• Coalition must include at least one non-lead member that has never been awarded a Brownfields 
MARC Grant, or whose most recent EPA Brownfields MARC Grant period of performance ended in 2015 
or earlier

• Assessments limited to $200,000 per site/grant



New To FY27
• Cost Share of 20% returns for RLF and Cleanup applicants

• Government entities with populations of 50,000 or fewer, Tribes, eligible Tribal, and nonprofit organizations may 
request EPA to waive the 20% cost share requirement based on hardship

• Cleanup:
• Maximum of $500,000; applicants that plan to only address one site may request a waiver of the limit and request 

up to $650,000 (anticipated to be highly competitive)

• Applicants are no longer required to submit a letter from the State or Tribal Environmental Authority regarding site 
characterization – this now comes from an Environmental Professional

• Still need to obtain a letter from the State/Tribal Environmental Authority acknowledging the applicant’s intent to apply for
Brownfields Grant funding

• New community notification timing

• Previous years: publish notice at least 14 days before submitting application and hold meeting between notice and 
submission. 

• FY27: publish notice at least 7 days before the meeting, and hold the meeting at least 7 days before the application 
deadline.



Cost Share: How To Address It

Cost Share: How To Address It

Access the webinar here:
https://www.cclr.org/events/past

https://www.cclr.org/events/past


How To Apply



How To Apply

SAM.gov
UEI
Grants.gov



SAM.gov Entity 
Registration Checklist

Stuff like:

 Legal business name

 Organization start date

Website

 Address (need proof)

 Criminal/civil proceedings

 NAICS code

 Point of Contact info

https://iae-prd-videos.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/entity-checklist.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20240418T081714Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=86399&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAY3LPYEEX2QGT3A5E%2F20240418%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=0f53937b20211476f76f9895d8a0706aa394116bfc1be7d1f2c533826f1a114b
https://iae-prd-videos.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/entity-checklist.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20240418T081714Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=86399&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAY3LPYEEX2QGT3A5E%2F20240418%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=0f53937b20211476f76f9895d8a0706aa394116bfc1be7d1f2c533826f1a114b




Requirements to Submit an Application
Requirement Accept Reject

Active www.sam.gov account 
through deadline

• The account is active and 
matches the applying entity’s 
information

• Inactive/expired account
• Account is being updated, but 

is in “processing” status

Obtain a Unique Entity Identifier 
(UEI) generated in www.sam.gov

• The same UEI must be used on 
future applications

• Another organization’s/ 
department’s UEI is listed on 
the Standard Form 424

Active www.grants.gov account • Associated with same, correct 
UEI number

• Application is not submitted 
through grants.gov solely due 
to an incomplete registration/ 
inactive account

Submission by the Authorized 
Organization Representative 
(AOR)

• Designed in grants.gov by the 
E-business POC (listed in 
sam.gov)

• Has a grants.gov account
• Submits the application in 

grants.gov

• Someone other than the 
designated AOR submits the 
application

http://www.sam.gov/
http://www.sam.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/




SF-424

SF-424A

Form 5700-54

EPA Form 4700-4

The Required Forms



Narrative Tips and 
Common Mistakes



Criterion I

1. Pick a priority site(s) that 
makes for the best 
application

2. Be realistic (funding) with the 
amount of brownfield sites 
that you suggest

3. Write your narrative for 
someone that has no 
knowledge of the area

4. When you see “if applicable” 
but it does not apply to you, 
state that

5. Clarify/differentiate outputs 
from outcomes

6. Provide a detailed outline of 
the leveraged sources and 
how they will be attained



Criterion II
1. Connect the challenges that the 
stated populations face with the site 
reuse vision – how is this reuse 
strategy going to help combat the 
stated issues?

2. Compare target area statistics 
with the city, county, state, or 
national rates

3. Get local data - local utility 
companies, police or fire 
department. How well are local 
services funded?

4. Explain how community input will 
be incorporated to grant activities



1. Schedule should be realistic and in sequential order

2. Check math!!!

3. Include a project tracking method beyond ACRES

4. Provide a corrective action that will be taken should the 
project go off track

Criterion III



Tip for Criterion III

 

ABC TOOL Link to tool

1. LAUNCH TOOL
2. GEOGRAPHY
3. LOCATION SUMMARY

DIRECTIONS:

https://www.communitylattice.com/abc-tool
https://www.communitylattice.com/abc-tool
https://www.communitylattice.com/abc-tool


Criterion IV

1. Include a structure and description of how 
the project will function

2. Reference “in accordance with 2 CFR Part 
200” or a higher procurement standard

3. Applicants with no grant experience: 
elaborate on your team’s capabilities, 
accomplishments, and compliance



 Read the guidelines and resource materials thoroughly.
 Follow the guideline outline, don’t get creative.
 Use tables when appropriate.
 Don’t skip questions because you don’t have information or 

data.
 Do not add hyperlinks to data or other information.
 Get one person to edit the application.
 Get someone who knows nothing about the project to 

review your application.
 If you hire a consultant, make sure they tell the 

story you want told.



Thank You!
Elise Molleur
Brownfield Redevelopment Specialist, 
NJIT TAB
(973) 642-7280
elise.molleur@njit.edu
Contact Us:

tab@njit.edu

www.njit.edu/tab

company/njit-tab

mailto:elise.molleur@njit.edu
mailto:tab@njit.edu
http://www.njit.edu/tab
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