RENAISSANCE URBANISM







THE PEARL DISTRICT IS AN ECLECTIC MIX OF ACTIVITIES AND BUILDINGS. A PLACE WHERE CREATIVITY IS
ENCOURAGED AND WHERE CONTRAST IS PART OF THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT. IT IS A NEIGHBORHOOD
WHERE RESIDENTS, BUSINESSES AND DEVELOPERS WORK TOGETHER TO BUILD A COMMUNITY. A
NEIGHBORHOOD WHERE CHANGE AND NEW IDEAS ARE ACCEPTED AS PART OF LIFE SO LONG AS THE PAST
IS RESPECTED IN THE PROCESS.
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PEARL DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT PLAN




TEN TOWNS THAT CHANGED AMERICA



http://www.pbs.org/program/ten-that-changed-america/10-towns-changed-america/

THE PEARL DISTRICT IS THE BEST LARGE WALKABLE URBAN
NEIGHBORHOOD LOCATED IN THE CORE OF AN AMERICAN CITY
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Sustainability limits growth to ensure development meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.




SUSTAINABILITY IS THE DEFINITIVE ETHIC OF OUR TIME
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Urban and rural population projected to 2050, World Our World
Total urban and rural population, given as estimates to 2016, and UN projections to 2050. Projections are based on
the UN World Urbanization Prospects and its median fertility scenario.
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Source: OWID based on UN World Urbanization Praspects 2018 and historical sources (see Sources) GC BY-SA



WALK SCORE

Suburban Urban

City’s Annual Cost, per Household City’s Annual Cost, per Household
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THE TIME TO FIND
GLOBAL SOLUTIONS
IS RUNNING OUT.

THERE IS THEREFORE A

CLEAR, DEFINITE AND URGENT
ETHICAL IMPERATIVE
TOACT.

“ PORTLAND MAYOR AT SUMMIT WITH THE POPE "

#1186
GUINEA PIGS RESCUED BLUE ANGELS IN PORTLAND | YOUR FORECAST
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Annual value, asa percent of 1950
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In Oregon, both gas consumption and vehicle travel

have fallen back to the levels of the mid-1990s.
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LOCAL CARBON EMISSIONS HAVE DROPPED 14 PERCENT
SINCE 1990, WELL AHEAD OF THE NATIONAL TREND
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In 2013 total local carbon
emissions were 14 percent below

1990 levels; that's equal to a reduction of
-15% 35 percent per person.
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Figure 1. Communitywide carbon emissions (1990-2013). Source: Portland Bureau of Planning and Sustainability

Portland and Multnomah County are national leaders in reducing
carbon emissions.

Since 2000, when local emissions hit their highest levels, Multnomah County's emissions have
declined. Among other factors, these reductions are due to a combination of:

(1) improved efficiency in buildings, appliances and vehicles;
(2) a shift to lower-carbon energy sources like wind, solar and biodiesel;

(3) more walking, biking and public transit; and
(4) reduced methane emissions from landfills and more recycling.
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LOCAL CARBON EMISSIONS HAVE DROPPED 14 PERCENT
SINCE 1990, WELL AHEAD OF THE NATIONAL TREND
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Social Equity lndex
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SUSTAINABILITY/EQUITY

PORTLAND 7TH, ORLANDO 30TH
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This scatterplot of the relative Current Walkabla
Urbsan Rankings and the Social Equity Rankings
shows the desired direction any matropolitan area
would want to go-toward the uppar-right hand
comer of the chast where a metro area has bath
high walkable urbanism and high social equity.
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LIVABILITY
ESTABLISHING A COMPACT, DENSE, DEVELOPMENT PATTERN THAT EFFICIENTLY USES
LAND WHILE PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR RESIDENTS TO LIVE NEAR SCHOOLS,
EMPLOYMENT CENTERS AND PUBLIC TRANSIT LINKS.

G ree k | “ENERGY/GREEN BUILDIN
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2013 COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN
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PORTILAND IS A BETTER PLACE THANKS IN LARGE PART TO
THE WISDOM AND FORESIGHT OF LEWIS MUMFORD
NEIL GOLDSCHMIDT, 1982

formed by the Federal Government in 1934, sought to combine hoy
the building up of complete communities in areas favorable to sustaing
trial and commercial employment. These projects were a step beyond
Works housing: they recognized the possibility of creating an entirely sy
type of urban organization by making a fresh start, instead of being ¢
1o areas from which slurhs had been razed, already equipped with
streets and utilities, as well as burdened by high land values, Numerot
were planned; but only three were in process of building when this
initiative was capriciously discarded. Greenbelt, Maryland, here shown
first to reach partial completion: Greendale, near Milwaukee, and G
r Cincinnati exhibit similar principles with different types of pl
Britain and other countries had made the mistake, after 1919, of:
housing without using the opportunity to re-centralize industry and po
in complete and well-balanced garden cities. In the Greenbelt towns th
States seemed about to overcome this critical defect in its new gover
financed housing. This enlightened policy should be resumed.

IX: CITY AND REGION
of agricultural or park land that surrounds and defines the comm

lowing the private initiative of Radburn, the U. S. Resettlement Admy
Weekly Newsmagazine

major highways, another characteristic of advanced planning, (P
Resettlement Administration)

[»mooLe] Type of house at Greenbelt. Str:
and bricks: open outlook and ample garden space. The schools and f}
munity stores are carried through in the same manner: a vast advance
second-hand picturesqueness of the better American suburb, Urbanity
openness—rather than the bogus rustic and the pseudo-historical—ar
to the new order of design. (Photographs Resettlement Administration);

htforward design, with coner

[BorTOM] Airplane view of section of Greenbelt, while still under co
Much more compact than the scatter-building (Streubau) of the
century suburb; much more open than the traditional types of city design.
the great benefits obtainable only through comprehensive design, 1458

tific appraisal of needs, and unified land-ownership and
scale building operations. Communities of this order were first proje

. Robert Owen: they have now become a universal

i design. (Photograph: Resettlement

1
Administration)
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PORTLAND COULD DO A JOB OF CITY PLANNING LIKE NOWHERE ELSE IN THE
WORLD,” BUT AFTER SEEING “THE NEGLECT IN LETTING THIS... WONDERFUL
SCENIC LAND GET AWAY FROM YOU,” “IT MADE ME WONDER IF YOU ARE GOOD
ENOUGH TO HAVE IT IN YOUR POSSESSION?




THE ORIGINS OF SUSTAINABILITY

IX: CITY AND REGION [31] GREENBELT

In plan the most important new element in the garden city is the 1,
of agricultural or park land that surrounds and defines the commupjpy,
lowing the private initiative of Radburn, the U. S. Resettlement Ady i
formed by the Federal Government in 1934, sought to combine housiy
the building up of complete communities in areas favorable to sustai

trial and commercial employment. These projects were a step beyy
Works housing: they recognized the possibility of creating an entirely
type of urban organization by making a fresh start, instead of being |
to areas from which sluris had been razed, already equipped with sup
streets and utilities, as well as burdened by high land values. Numerous.
were planned; but only three were in process of building when this e
initiative was capriciously discarded. Greenbelt, Maryland, here shown
first to reach partial completion: Greendale, near Milwaukee, and!
near Cincinnati exhibit similar principles with different types of plas
Britain and other countries had made the mistake, after 1919, of pre
housing without using the opportunity to re-centralize industry and
in complete and well-balanced garden cities. In the Greenbelt towns
States seemed about to overcome this critical defect in its new gover
financed housing. This enlightened policy should be resumed.

[r0p] General Layout of Greenbelt, Md. The plan was conditioned by

shoe-shaped plateau. Full advantage was taken of wooded areas an
trees. While not oriented consistently for maximum sunlight, the o
tionally ordered vithin superblocks: a major economy, Note the by
major highways, another characteristic of advanced planning, (P
Resettlement Administration)

bogus rustic and the pseudo-historical—are:

to the new order of design. (Photograph: Resettlement Administration)

[BorToM] Airplane view of section of Greenbelt, while still under e
Much more compact than the scatter-building (Streubau)  of the
century suburb; much more open than the traditional types of city
the great benefits obtain ¥ through comprehensive design, I
planning, scies aisal of needs, and unified land-ownership:

scale building operations. Communities of this order were first proj

Robert Owen: they have now become a universal indication of bioted

design. (Photograph: Resettlemens. Administration)
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THE GROWTH OF THE CITY AND REGION DESIGNED TO LIMIT, “THE
GRANDIOSE ENGINEERING EXPERIMENTS TO WHICH WE ARE ALL BY SHEER
INERTIA AND FASHION, TOO EASILY COMMITTED.




FORGET THE DAMNED MOTOR CAR AND BUILD THE CITIES FOR
LOVERS AND FRIENDS
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ORLANDO 2050
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REGIONAL PLANNING

Mumford Model

Sprawl Model




ORLANDO 2050 PORTLAND 2040




COST SAVINGS WITH ALTERNATIVE MODEL = $26.3 BILLION

Acres Cost/Acre Total Cost

Urbanization costs for new development 420,410 $90,000 $37.8 Billion
Infrastructure costs for redevelopment 328,904 $20,000 $6.6 Billion
Conservation land acquisition 724,429 $25,000 $18.1 Billion
High-speed rail, transit, freight, ferry $ 27.9 Billion
TOTAL COSTS OF ALTERNATIVE MODEL $90.4 Billion

TOTAL COSTS OF TREND MODEL $116.7 Billion
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NORTHWEST TRIANGLE
PROPOSED BUSINESS PARK
AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION DISTRICT

OFFICE PARK?
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Northwest Triangle

NORTHWEST TRIANGLE
PROPOSED BUSINESS PARK
AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION DISTRICT

RENAISSANCE PLAN







NORTH & SOUTH PARK BLOCKS




RIVER PLACE
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REVOLUTION!
TRANSIT-PEDESTRIAN SCALE




MERGING OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SPACE
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SOCIAL CAPITAL




THIRD PLACE
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INDUSTRIAL STRENGTH LIVING
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NEIGHBORHOOD
PARK ‘THE FIELDS
RIVER DISTRICT
ENTRY PLAZA
NORTH PARK

“THE WETLANDS'
JAMISON SQUARE
“THE SPRING PARK'

RIVERFRONT PARK

DOWNTOWN
PORTLAND

LIGHT RAIL

URBAN BOARDWALK ————»
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RENAISSANCE DESTINATION

RIVERFRONT PARK

NEIGHBORHOOD
PARK THE FIELDS'

RIVER DISTRICT
ENTRY PLAZA

NORTH PARK
“THE WETLANDS'

DOWNTOWN
PORTLAND
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BIKETOWN




33% OF HOUSEHOLDS EARN LESS THAN $25,000 PER YEAR
11% OF HOUSEHOLDS EARN BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL (520,090 FOR HH OF 3)
$50,636 MEDIAN HH INCOME IS $1,000 LESS THAN CITY MEDIAN.







INVESTMENT IN SUSTAINABILITY




URBAN RENAISSANCE

Public Terrace Sports & Public PNCA Plaza
Recreation Gathering






HANDS ON DEVELOPERS HAVE VISION, ARE PASSIONATE, AND
CARE ABOUT DOING GOOD URBAN BUILDINGS AND MAKING
MONEY DOING IT—BUT NOT THE OTHER WAY AROUND

Developers must:

» establish private-public
partnerships

- conduct close studies
of precedents

* navigate the nuanced
relationship between
design, product quality
and profifs.

- |dedally, they should

work on one project at
a time.

VELOPERS

.7/
73
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TIE!
A SOLUTION FOR DISPLACEMENT: TIF FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING
JOE CORTRIGHT, CITY OBSERVATORY

tax increment financing
(TIF) was established to
promote development.
The initiative froze
assessments of existing
property values, and
tax revenues from new
properties in excess of
those levied at the time
of the TIF designation
were dedicated o
capital improvements in
the area for a 20 to 25-
year period.
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FAILED PROJECTS

Centennial Mills

Historic Waterfront Redevelopment in Downtown Portland’s Pearl District

FORSALE G outnss  DUUNTOWN RIVERFRONT REDEVELOPMENT




BY ALLAN CLASSEN

iscontentment over
lawless, disrup-
tive and threaten-

ing behavior—often asso-
ciated with but not neces-
sarily linked to homeless-
ness—around the North Park
Blocks has reached new lev-
els this summer.

Thoughts that it repre-
sents the usual cycle of com-
plaints heard every summer
are belied by photographs of
drug users, clusters of camp
sites and couples engaged
in sexual intercourse in full
public view during daylight
hours—the latter a shock-
ing revelation even to jaded
Portlanders used to panhan-

HALES DECLARES HOUSING STATE OF EMERGENCY
OCTOBER 2015

e B The Pear| ee———

Civility collapses on North Park Blocks

the entrance to our building
and sidestep groups of people
erecting makeshift cardboard
forts on our sidewalks. This
is affecting my business and,
more importantly, Portland’s
prosperity in the long run.”

Cardinal’'s  views are
posted on northparkblocks.
org., a new interactive blog
assembling complaints,
photos, media reports and
actions taken to address the
problem.

In mid August, the website
posted two photos of public
sex.

“Last week, an intern was
walking to their office on
the North Park Blocks. On

Drug usage flourishes in the Nort

th Park Blocks. Photos of public sex,
litter are posted on northparkblocks.org

aggressive dogs, camping and




HALES DECIDES NOT TO SEEK RE-ELECTION

Portland's troubled North Park Blocks (OPINION)

Abeer can sits on a bench in the North Park Blocks on the morning of Sept. 1. (Erik Lukens/Staff)

By Guest Columnist
Follow on Twitter
on October 06, 2015 at 10:48 AM, updated October 06, 2015 at 10:49 AM

By Bruce Stephenson

Art in the Pearl provided a respite from the homeless "takeover" of the North Park Blocks. For four days aesthetics ruled the
public realm, as thousands sauntered through the historic grounds. The linear greens functioned as the Olmsted brothers
envisioned in their 1903 park plan: shared spaces for "developing healthfulness, morality, intelligence, and business prosperity."
Parks, they believed, are a city's civic barometer, "manifestations of the intelligence, degree of civilization and progressiveness of
its citizens."

The North Park Blocks is not a park problem, but a societal failure. Not since the Great Depression have so many dispossessed
resided in urban parks.

| am studying the North Park Blocks to document the Pearl District's "livability." The city of Orlando adopted a sustainability plan
inspired by Portland, and | moved to the Pearl to experience the future that Orlando desires. The neighborhood defines livability
with its complete streets and green public spaces that encourage walking and public gathering.

In early June, | started counting and categorizing park users. The North Park Blocks had one category -- persons with camping
gear -- increase significantly, rising by 29 percent between July 10 and Aug. 30. The parks had shifted from shared space to
occupied space. As one neighbor put it, they went from "funky" to "scary."

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

$258 million bond is a test for Portland :

— —r

g

BRUCE Inahistoricpro-  eign to Portland, -advantaged populations.
N nouncement, the Portland is a definitive “knowledge Lisa Bates, a Portland State University
“IN MY OPINION Portland City Coun-  city;” according to analyst Richard Flor- professor, identified areas prime for gw
cilasked votersto ida, where clustering population in uxban fication and found that renters mmad«
approvea 5758 4 factor in i percent of
1iifMtion bond measure for arfoxdabl th. solutions, but ensuring that 45
ing. If passed, it will set h housing is affordable ((heurban il
asystematic response to the housing crisls creaﬂwty and abstract requirement) i 01 i

Since declaring a “housing state of
emergency” in October, the City Coun-
cil has allocated over $100 million to stay
the emergency, and this final investment
should still critics such as Joel Kotkin, who
claims that the gentrification of minority
neighborhoods is a racist mark against the
<achingly politically correct city”
Limiting suburban sprawl and invest-
ing in sustainability is Portland’s down-
fall, Kotkin contends. His new book
“The Human City;” offers affordabl

1fuel
profits. The good news is that capital is

flowing into Portland; the problem is that
‘markets do not respect equity.
City planningisa paradomcal enterprise.

laissez-faire Houston as a pmmrype, but n
fails to mention that the

of African Americans in the historic Thud

‘Ward matches Portland’s.
Houstonians also inhabit gated subdivi-

In a capitalist society, where property -planned city Luxe HAMMILL/STA
rights and free enlexpnse are sacred, plan will grapple with gentrification until hous-
ners must set o ingi lic utility. e
procure the common welfare. Ptmhnd, Allocating $258 million for aﬂ'ordahle =
much as any city in the Uni bal-  housing will
tion. The'bond vote, '.heh,is ndl
(o produmve ends Yet, e'ven here, housmg only a test for the city but the nation.
‘When Reagan severed
Senmﬁcauon, whichis Lhe opposlte of fm thgdzpamlwo.t of Housing and Urban.
the lethal di: at
cities, is a product Dfulhﬂn o
- InPortland, i in pedestri- ‘His mantra still holds sway,'gnd
an-scaled urbanism wnh amess totransit  standsat the nexus -~
3 ¢

sions on low-lying flood-prone land, an
exclusionary, unsustainable landscape for-

opment in older nelghborhoods ‘with dis-

Smhnmmesonthemﬂbixﬂ'mﬂ
Plnmfngand'l'fwuwmm n Committee. )

In November, property owners will be






NAVIGATION CENTER
HARBOR FOR HOPE







CREATIVE VILLAGE:
ORLANDOQO’S PEARL DISTRICT
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PEARL DISTRICT CREATIVE VILLAGE
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PROFIT, EQUITY AND LIFE




CLIMATE CHANGE-RESILIENCE

What aCategory 5 hurricane
would do to Tampa Bay

This simulation of a worst-case o FLORIDA
scenario predicts extensive 1‘ !
hurricane damage in one of ‘.’i
Florida's most-populated areas. ", |
Detail
Miami «
Storm surge
flood depths
30 ft —l
20 ft
10 ft —
6-foot 2
person w
for scale




PLANNING HISTORY 101
FLORIDA’S FIRST COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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JOHN NOLEN 1923
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FLORIDA THE GREAT LABORATORY OF CITY PLANNING
JOHN NOLEN
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JOHN NOLEN
PATRON SAINT OF NEW URBANISM
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SEASIDE IS A MODIFIED NEOCLASSICAL GRID STRAIGHT OUT OF JOHN NOLEN
JAMES KUNSTLER
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JOHN NOLEN, LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT AND CITY PLANNER

BY R. BRUCE STEPHENSON; AMHERST, MASSACHUSETTS:
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS PRESS IN ASSOCIATION
WITH LIBRARY OF AMERICAN LANDSCAPE HISTORY, 2015;

JOHN NOLEN

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
AND CITY PLANNER

R. BRUCE STEPHENSON
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312 PAGES, $39.95.
REVIEWED BY MAC GRISWOLD

ngressivism. Racism. Linear park. Floodplain. Redevelop-
ment. Urban infill. Infrastructure. Environmental degrada-
tion. Some of the terms used by the landscape architect John
Nolen more than a century ago have stayed the same, and
some have morphed with the times. “Industrial housing” has
become “low-income housing,” which reflects the vanishing
of American industry and jobs. Conservation is no longer
simply preservation. Garden City design is now charted by
transects via SmartCode. However, what connects all, then
and now, is growth: how to control it and balance nature and
human impulse.

Nolen’s definition of himself as “city planner” marked the
fork in the road between the profession he was creating—
whose practitioners would work almost entirely with public
entities—and landscape architecture per se. After the death of
John Charles Olmsted, the Olmsted firm largely left the field
of urban planning after 1920 to concentrate on park design.
Nolen, who was made a Fellow of the American Society of
Landscape Architects in 1910, stuck with it. He reshaped the
image of the city planner from that of a dreamy aesthete of the
1890s “who never had to make a payroll” into one of a down-to-
carth practitioner who never lost sight of beauty as an objective
but could translate “the aesthetics of design into the language
of business and everyday life,” as R. Bruce Stephenson writes
in this new book on Noler's fe and work. Nolen'sfinal book,
published i 1937, the year he ied. was cogenty tidled Parkyuap;
and Land Values,
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Nolen's city plans, which were primarily developed in the
19105 and 19205, addressed both environmental and socil
change. They were also intended to redress the effects of
poverty, inequality, and discrimination. A single look at the
prevalence of unequal citizen protection, or failing schools, or
toxic water, or affordable housing, or class-based public transit
access—or even just a mornings suffocating commute onthe
Long Island Expressway or Los Angeles's freeways—tels us
where we are today. The pedestrian-oriented new towns of
!.hc 19205, the “garden cities” for which Nolen is best known
inspired Andrés Duany’s and Elizabeth Plater-Zyberks Sea-
side, Florida, in the 19805, and the subsequent growth of New
Urbanism. Stephenson's take on the formative first 40 years
of American city planning, as seen through the career of one
of its most influential pioneers, should be required reading
for landscape architects and planners now.
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